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Armstronge
A newsletter for Armstrong Atlantic State University faculty & staff
Hundreds of students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and community 
members turned out for Celebrate 
AASU Day on October 22. 
The event marked the 12th anniversary of AASU becoming a university. Food, games, 
information, entertainment, and more food were the order of the day.
Pictured above left: An inaugural hot dog eating contest rivaled Coney Island.  
Above right: The AASU cheerleaders strutted their stuff. Below: For a while, Pi Kappa 
Alpha dominated the university relations graffiti wall.AASU 
Celebrates  




President Jones Receives Leadership Award 
President Thomas Z. Jones has received the 2008 Howard J. Morrison 
Leadership Award from The Creative Coast Alliance. The award 
honors an individual who exhibits outstanding commitment to coastal 
community leadership and the advancement of creativity, innovation, 
or technology through partnership building and collaboration. The 
presentation was made recently at the Roundhouse Railroad Museum.
College of Health Professions Top Fundraiser
In a fundraiser for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society called “Light the Night,” the 
College of Health Professions raised more than $17,000 to help find cures and better 
therapies for those struggling with these life-threatening blood diseases. The walk was 
held on October 3 in Forsyth Park. Every team walked two miles, while supporters 
carried red balloons and survivors held white.
In a year of economic disparities, AASU was one of the only teams to not only reach 
its goal, but also double its fundraising contributions from previous years. According 
to Jennie Brewster, Savannah “Light the Night” campaign manager, AASU was the 
number one fundraiser in Savannah and ranked among the top ten statewide.
International Week Coming November 2-7
Armstrong Atlantic will hold its eighth annual International Week Sunday, November 2, 
through Friday, November 7. The Office of International Education hosts the weeklong 
celebration of diversity and multiculturalism on campus. All events are free and open to 
the public.
The week will kick 





entertainment, and free 
samples of food prepared 
by AASU’s international 
students and faculty, who 
represent more than 70 
countries.
“We want to recognize 
how important it is to 
be aware of different 
cultures,” said James Anderson, director of international education. “Therefore, it is 
essential for us to celebrate the diversity that AASU’s international students, minority 
students, and visiting international faculty bring to our campus and our community. 
Every single event we host will not only be very entertaining but will also bring us a 
little closer to becoming more globally attuned.”
All events are included in this month’s calendar section. For more information go to 
http://www.intl.armstrong.edu/Intlweek.pdf or contact James Anderson at 912.344.3224 
or James.Anderson@armstrong.edu
International Week is always a popular affair as seen in this photo from 2007.
Students Become Art Detectives
Delana Nivens, Will Lynch, and Cliff Padgett (chemistry) hosted 40 students from 
Deborah Jamieson’s (art, music & theatre) art history class. The students learned about 
UV-VIS, IR and XRF spectroscopy and the application of the techniques to the analysis 
of art and art forgeries. Brent Feske (chemistry) and chemistry students Katie Mersman 
and Alexandra Duncan also participated. A National Science Foundation Course 
Curriculum and Laboratory Improvement Grant funds the project for the purposes of 
improving the chemistry laboratory experience as well as providing interdisciplinary 
instruction and interaction between the departments of chemistry and physics, history, 
and art, music & theatre.
The students learned about the recent XRF analysis of a Van Gogh painting and worked 
on a case study project to determine, using chemical data, whether or not a Cezanne 
painting was authentic or a forgery. Simulated samples were made and tested in the 
laboratory to demonstrate how chemists perform this work. James Todesca (history) is 
analyzing historic coins. Samples from numerous chemistry laboratory courses are also 
being analyzed. The XRF instrument was purchased in May using the grant funds.
New on Compass  
Interactive
Compass Interactive, AASU’s  
WebTV Channel, now features  
the latest Player Profile on tennis  
player Alida Muller-Wehlau.  
The German-born Lady Pirate  
talks about goals, guys, and grits.
(l-r) Students Charles Hodge, 
Angel Scott, Jonathan Murphy, 
Jamieson Ganem, and Kyle Brown 
watch as Will Lynch (head of 
chemistry & physics) demonstrates 
how to use a UV-VIS spectrometer 




The Masquers present Misery, adapted from Stephen King’s bestselling novel, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Masquers Chinese Theater. General admission is $10. Discounts available to 
military, seniors, alumni members, students, and children. AASU staff, faculty, and 
students presenting valid AASU I.D. will be admitted free of charge. Call 344.2801 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., weekdays, for ticketing information.
November 1-7
The Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents “Viaje Andina: Art Inspired by 
Northwest Argentina,” a student study abroad art exhibition, in the Fine Arts Gallery. 
Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays. Admission is free. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. weekdays, for information.
November 2-8
National Allied Health Week
November 2
International Festival in the International Garden featuring the Ayoluwa African Dance 
Theatre. Informative displays and food prepared by international students from 2-5 p.m. 
Rain Location: Memorial College Center Cafeteria. 
An initiation ceremony for AASU Chapter 297 of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi will be held at 2:30 p.m. in the Armstrong Center Ballroom to induct new student, 
faculty, and alumni members. All current faculty and staff members of Phi Kappa Phi are 
asked to arrive by 2 p.m. in academic regalia.
November 3
2008 Scottish Rite Golf Classic sponsored by the Scottish Rite Foundation, in conjunc-
tion with AASU. The tournament will be held at Southbridge Golf Course. All pro-
ceeds go the Rite Care Center for Communicative Disorders at Armstrong. For more 
information, or registration forms, contact the Department of Communication Sciences 
and Disorders at 344.2969.
Art history student Britney Compton will present “Maasai Bead Work: Past and 
Present,” followed by “Tales of the Alhambra,” by Deborah Jamieson (art, music & 
theatre) at noon in Fine Arts Building 206.
The film The Listening Project and follow-up discussion will be presented in University 
Hall 156 at 1:30 p.m. This multi-award winning film follows four Americans who travel 
through 14 countries to gain a global view of what the world thinks of America.
Learotha Williams, Jr. ( history) presents “A View From the Pew: Rural Perspectives of 
Savannah’s Civil Rights Movement” in conjunction with a Jepson Center for the Arts 
exhibition, Freedom’s March: Photographs of the Civil Rights Movement in Savannah, 
by Frederick C. Baldwin. The presentation will be at 6 p.m. in University Hall 156. 
It is free and open to the public. For further information, e-mail Learotha.Williams@
armstrong.edu or call 344.2728.
November 4
Best-selling author Christian de la Huerta presents “Beyond Belief: The Importance of 
Religious Diversity in Today’s World” in University Hall 156 at 10 a.m. 
Russian-born Marina V., a singer, pianist, and songwriter, will perform in the Memorial 
College Center lobby at 8:30 p.m. 
November 5
Arthur Romano, a certified nonviolence trainer and international educator, will speak 
about an international program on peace at noon in University Hall 156.
Comedian Vidur Kapur will perform at 8:30 p.m. in the Memorial College Center 
Cafeteria. 
November 6
Arthur Romano presents a workshop, “Building the Dream: Working Together for Social 
Change.” This dynamic workshop offers the opportunity to move beyond theoretical 
conversations about social justice toward new possibilities of connection and social 
change. University Hall 156 at 11:30 a.m. 
The French Club presents French Dinner and a Movie Night. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. 




Patrick Thomas (middle & secondary education) presents “Inspired by Studies Abroad: 
Vietnam” at 12:15 p.m. in University Hall 156. Vietnamese refreshments will served.
November 8
AASU 25th Annual Middle School Math Bowl, 7 a.m-1 p.m.
The AASU Gospel Choir performs its Fall Concert at St. John Baptist Church,  
522 Hartridge Street at 7 p.m. For more information, contact Lottie Scott at 344.2997.
November 9
The AASU Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents Matthew Jones, tenor, in a 
senior recital at 4 p.m. in. St. Phillip’s AME Church, 613 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Admission is free. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays, for information.
November 10
Called Meeting of the Faculty Senate, noon 
November 11
The AASU Jazz Ensemble will appear in concert at 7:30 p.m. at the Jewish Education 
Alliance, 5111 Abercorn Street. General admission is $6. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., weekdays, for ticketing information.
November 12
HOLA Lunch & Learn, noon-1:15 p.m.
November 13-16
The Masquers theatre troupe presents George Gershwin’s Crazy For You in AASU’s 
newly-remodeled Jenkins Theater. All performances are at 7:30 p.m. General admission 
is $10. Discounts are available to military, seniors, alumni members, and children. 
AASU staff, faculty, and students presenting valid AASU I.D. will be admitted free of 
charge. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., weekdays, for ticketing information.
November 13
The Robert I. Strozier Faculty Lecture Series presents “Biocatalysis: Making Drugs with 
Little Bugs” by Brent Feske (chemistry & physics) and Scott C. Mateer (biology) in 
University Hall 156 at 12:10 p.m.
The Student Recreation Center presents a healthy food talk and excursion to Publix. 
Transportation leaves from the student recreation center at 7:30 p.m. Open to all faculty, 
staff, and students.
November 16
The Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents the 17th annual J. Harry Persse 
Memorial Concert at 3 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 1707 Bull Street. 
Admission is free. Donations to the J. Harry Persse Music Scholarship Fund will be 
accepted. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., weekdays, for information.
November 17-December 12
The Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents its Fall 2008 Senior Graduation Art 
Exhibition in the Fine Arts Gallery. Graduating bachelor of fine arts and bachelor of 
arts candidates display artwork produced for this capstone project. Gallery hours are 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays. Admission is free. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
weekdays, for information.
November 18
The AASU Percussion Ensemble and Jazz Combo perform their fall concert at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Armstrong Center Ballroom, 13040 Abercorn Street. General admission is $6. 
Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., weekdays, for ticketing information.
November 19
University Curriculum Committee, 3 p.m.
November 20
Staff at the Student Recreation Center will make a healthy eating habits presentation at 
2 p.m. in the center. Free to everyone and no advanced sign up required.
November 21
The Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents a gallery reception for the Fall 2008 
Senior Graduation Art Exhibition at 5:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Gallery. Admission is 
free. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays, for information.
November 25
The Department of Art, Music & Theatre presents the Armstrong Atlantic Youth 
Orchestra Program Fall Concert, sponsored in part by the Savannah Friends of Music, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Armstrong Center Ballroom, 13040 Abercorn Street. The Armstrong 
Atlantic Youth Orchestra, Atlantic Chamber Orchestra, Lyric Strings Ensembles, and 
Debut Strings perform. General admission is $6. Call 344.2801 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
weekdays, for ticketing information.
November 26




Sabrina Hessinger (mathematics) received a $2,032,900 three-year grant from the 
National Science Foundation for her project, “PRISM Phase II: Research on Key PRISM
Strategies.” This is a research grant to investigate strategies that lead to changes in the 
culture of science and mathematics education.
Jane Barnard (mathematics) received the 2008 John Neff Award from the Georgia 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics. The award honors excellence at the post-
secondary or district level as an inspirer, a mentor, and an advocate of mathematics and 
mathematics instruction.
Additionally, Barnard made a presentation, “Using Projects to Enhance Student 
Understanding of Functions and Transformations,” at the Georgia Mathematics 
Conference at Rock Eagle.
George Shields (College of Science & Technology) presented a seminar, “Computa-
tional Design of a Small Peptide that Inhibits Breast Cancer,” at the University of Pitts-
burgh.
Richard Wallace (chemistry & physics) made a presentation, “Bananas In Non-Tropical 
Climates,” to the Avant-Gardeners of Sun City in Sun City, SC. He also presented 
“Growing Bananas In The Southeast” to the Lowcountry Master Gardeners Association 
at the Bluffton Public Library in Bluffton, SC. 
Debbie Mulford, Helen Taggart, Anita Nivens, and Camille Payne (all nursing) 
published “Arch support use for improving balance and reducing pain in older adults” in 
Applied Nursing Research.
Jose A. da Cruz (political science) presented “The New United States African 
Command (AFRICOM): Building a Long-Term Partnership or the Militarization of 
U.S.-African Relations” at the fall conference of the Patterson School of Diplomacy and 
International Commerce in Lexington, KY. He also published “Africa in the Neo-Liberal 
World (Dis)Order” in the Journal of Third World Studies. 
Elizabeth Crawford (early childhood education) has been nominated for the 2008 
National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators/Merrill-Prentice Hall 
Outstanding Dissertation Award. She is now eligible to receive the award for two 
consecutive years. Awards are presented at the National Association of Early Childhood 
Education’s annual conference.
Brenda Logan (middle & secondary education) presented “Digging Deep into 
Differentiated Instruction” at the International American Higher Education Conference 
in Atlantic City, NJ. She also presented a paper, “What Novice Teachers Need to 
Know About Classroom Management & Administrators,” at the Georgia Association of 
Teacher Educators Conference in Atlanta. She was also selected to serve as a reviewer 
for the National Youth- At-Risk Conference that will be held in Savannah in March.
Eric Werner (chemistry & physics) and coauthors Ankona Datta, Christoph J. Jocher, 
and Kenneth N. Raymond (University of California, Berkeley) published a review 
article, “High-Relaxivity MRI Contrast Agents: Where Coordination Chemistry Meets 
Medical Imaging,” in the international edition of Angewandte Chemie.
Christy Mroczek (languages, literature & philosophy) presented “You can download it 
for free, can’t you: Ethics in Professional Communication” at the Georgia Conference on 
Information Literacy at the Coastal Georgia Center in Savannah.
Jane Rago (languages, literature & philosophy), presented “A Nice Paper to Put in a 
Girl’s Hand: Circulating the Erotic in ‘Beach of Falesa” at the Robert Louis Stevenson 
2008: European Stevenson conference in Bergamo, Italy 
Richard J. Cebula and Michael Toma (economics), and economics major Resse 
Goldman have published “Housing Prices in the Savannah Historic Landmark District: 
Preliminary Analysis” in The Journal of Global Business Issues.
Cebula and Holly Meads (economics major) published “An Inquiry into the 
Contemporary Differential Between Female and Male Voter Turnouts” in the Atlantic 
Economic Journal. Cebula also published “Estimating the Percentage of the U.S. 
Population Without Health Insurance: An Ecological Approach” in International 
Advances in Economic Research.
Cebula was interviewed in the Coastal Courier, on WSAV-TV, and in the Inkwell. He 
serves as the economic advisor to U.S. Congressman Jack Kingston. 
Toma and Darren Grant (Sam Houston State University) published an article, 
“Elemental Tests of the Traditional Rational Voting Model,” in the October 2008 issue 
of Public Choice. Toma also gave an invited presentation, “Coastal Empire Economic 
Indicators,” at the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta’s Local Economic Analysis and 
Research Network conference. Additionally, Toma presented “U.S. and Savannah 
Economic Update & Financial Market Meltdown,” to the Downtown Kiwanis Club. 
Felix Hamza-Lup (computer science) was one of the 12 finalists in the academic 
FastPitch competition As such, he represented Armstrong Atlantic at the Angel Capital 
Conference organized by Ariel Savannah Angel Partners. Hamza-Lup won a $250 check 
and two hours of legal consultation from Hagen Davis, a North Carolina law firm.
Hamza-Lup will present a research paper, “Interactive 3D Web-Based Environments 
for Online Learning: Case Studies, Technologies and Challenges,” at the International 
Conference on Mobile, Hybrid, and On-line Learning. The paper is a joint interdisci-
plinary collaboration with Priya T. Goeser and Wayne Johnson (engineering studies), 
Tina Thompson (Mercer University Medical School), Dorin M. Popovici (Universitatea 
Ovidius of Constanta, Romania), and Elena Railean (University of Moldavia).
Hamza-Lup provides reviews for the IEEE Journal Computer Graphics and Applications.
Hassan Aziz’s (medical technology) book, Assessment of Laboratory Safety Knowledge 
among University Students, was published by VDM Verlag. The twofold purpose of the 
book was to analyze the relationship between the method of safety education and 
laboratory safety knowledge among biological science students, and to evaluate the safety 
conditions in the laboratories of a biology department. 
Pamela Magliulo (registrar’s office) received an honorable mention in the 2008 Chan-
cellor’s Customer Service Excellence Award of the Year - Team Award for her work with 
the GTREP and AASU/Georgia Tech-Savannah pilot program.
Unrestricted AASU Foundation Funds Monthly Report
The Office of External Affairs reports the expenditure of unrestricted AASU Foundation 
funds requested by administration, faculty, staff, and community partners for various 
programs and projects that qualify for such support. Unrestricted funds are those given 
to the foundation to enable the university to support worthy academic, student and 
community programs and projects for which state funds cannot be used. They are also 
used to supplement existing state funding to the university and to assist the university 
in raising additional money. Unrestricted funds are raised chiefly from the annual 
campaign, in particular the 3 Days for AASU fund drive in April, faculty/staff campaign 
in August, and the alumni phonathon in October and November. 
The Chatham Club – Institutional Dues $ 1,020.00
At the request of President Jones
The First City Club – Dues $ 104.00
At the request of President Jones and Vice President Donahue
Aramark Campus Services – Rally for Faculty/Staff Campaign $ 179.00
At the request of Director of Annual Fund Ansley
Laser Light Engraving – Campaign awards $ 132.00
At the request of Director of Annual Fund Ansley
Aramark Campus Services – Victory for Faculty/Staff Campaign $ 85.92
At the request of Director of Annual Fund Ansley
AASU in the News
Following are some of the top stories appearing in print and broadcast media in October. 
For more details on these and other stories, contact Francisco Duque in University 
Relations at 961.3173, or Francisco.Duque@armstrong.edu.
10/2  AASU to Add Student Union
 Savannah Morning News
10/2 HOLA Celebrates Fiesta Day during Latino Heritage Week
 Savannah Morning News
10/6 AASU Gets No Valid Bids on Abercorn Property
 Business Report & Journal
10/6 President Thomas Z. Jones to step down in June 2009
 Business Report & Journal
 Also, Savannah Tribune 10/8; Coastal Courier 10/10; and Savannah Morning News 
9/30
10/8 Lady Pirate Kristin Burton named Peach Belt Conference Women’s Soccer 
Offensive Player of the Week
 Savannah Morning News
10/8 AASU faculty entertain questions from students and media during political forum
 WTOC-TV
 Also, Business Report & Journal 10/13
10/9 AASU Faculty Lecture Series to focus on Ossabaw’s African-American history
 Savannah Morning News
10/9 AASU Set to Host “Women Are Like That”
 Savannah Morning News
10/14 Mike Toma (economics) interviewed regarding financial crisis.
 WBMQ-AM
10/14 Paul Mullen interviewed regarding Troy Davis case
 WJCL/FOX-TV
10/14 AASU Nursing Students Trade Textbooks for PDAs
 Savannah Daily News
 Also, Savannah Morning News 10/23
10/17  Michael Toma (economics) interviewed regarding Economic Monitor
 Savannah Morning News
10/20 Feliz Hamza-Lup (computer science) is a finalist in the FastPitch 
Entrepreneurship Competition.
 Business Report & Journal
10/20 George Shields writes about his breast cancer research
 Business Report & Journal
10/22 Mike Toma interviewed about the local economy
 WBMQ-AM
10/22 AASU to host International Week November 2-7
 Savannah Tribune
10/23 Students Celebrate AASU Day
 WTOC-TV, WJCL-TV
 Also Savannah Morning News 10/23
10/26  Mike Toma (economics) interviewed about the regional manufacturing sector
 Savannah Morning News
The submission deadline for the December issue of  
is November 14.
Please send submissions to AASU.news@armstrong.edu.
For more information contact Barry Ostrow in the Office of University Relations 
at 344.2876 or Barry.Ostrow@armstrong.edu.
University System Electronic News Sources
Take advantage of the range of informational publications published online by the 
University System of Georgia (USG).
• For news of both the university system office and individual campuses, read the 
monthly System Supplement: www.usg.edu/pubs/sys_supp/.
• Value Added–USG Serves Georgia focuses on how the university system and its 
campuses are serving Georgia and local communities. To read this monthly 
publication, go to: www.usg.edu/pubs/value/.
• Linkages reports news of the university system and provides hot links to related source 
materials: www.usg.edu/linkages/.
